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DISTRICT BOARD MEETING MINUTES
January 6, 2021



CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Jennifer Sanders called the meeting to order at 12:14 p.m.

ROLL CALL 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: Jennifer Sanders, Kelli Evans, Mike Johnston and Jasdeep Bains
DIRECTORS ABSENT: None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Minutes of the December 2020 Board meeting Mike motioned, Jas seconded. Unanimously approved. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
None

CONSENT CALENDAR AND MONTHLY BILLS
Approval for payment of December bills. Motioned by Mike and seconded by Jas. Unanimously approved.  
No Cash Projection this month. 

PRESENTATIONS
An update from Pa Yang, District Conservationist covering Yuba and Sutter Counties, and Alan Forkey, retired Program Manager from NRCS. Pa stated the NRCS has started on NAQI (National Air Quality Initiative). Alan stated the changes to RCD’s operations over the years. He discussed the State level agreement and that RCD’s still need to develop conservation needs assessments in consultation with their stakeholders, develop a conservation action plan, and convene the local working groups. Conservation Farm bill allows for the State Conservationist to develop funding. Part of NCRS’ obligation is to connect RCD’s with stakeholders and to make sure RCD’s know what needs to be on their agendas; do representatives understand all types of funding that can be made available, etc. Realizing convening local working groups are a challenge, they are working on training sessions late June or July. CARCD has funding available for RCD staff to take training. Local working group usually consist of FSA and RCD. State level includes Rice Commissions, Cattle Associations, Forest Service, Farm Advisors, Cooperative Extension, etc. 

Kelly shared her screen with the Yuba RCD, Ag Commissioner’s office, Sutter Land Trust, Feather River Air Quality Management District, NRCs, California Rice Commission, Recology Yuba Sutter, Bi-County Farm Advisors, Sutter County Environmental Health, Farm Bureau, Yuba City Parks and Recreation and FSA. Alan said it is a pretty good list. 

Significant change in 2018 Farm bill irrigation districts, water agencies are now available to qualify for funding. Kelly will ask Jennifer which local agencies to add. 

ACTION ITEMS

ONGOING DISTRICT BUSINESS

Feather River Parkway
Mike has located some possible grants for the project. Continues to progress on project. 

Long Range Plan
Removed from agenda; to be placed on next month’s agenda.

Website 
Kelli again requested ideas for content, and bio’s for directors and James. 

Cal-Recycle Grant Update 
Kelli reported that Sutter County should be done this week; Yuba will be next. More resources such as Better Way for homeless in natural areas which has lowered the amount of people in these areas. Trash left behind in orchards and trash left in camps along the local waterways, burned cars, etc. will be picked up as part of this project. Solar game cameras, and fencing is being placed in these areas to avoid this from reoccurring.

Discussion and Vote on GrizzlyCorps Internship Program
UC Berkeley students have a program where interns can work for RCD for 40 hours a week up to eleven months. They work on capacity building; focusing on forest and climate change. Could work on the carbon farm, training classes, river cleanup; etc. Have to apply by January 15th for September start date. Must have a supervisor for daily check in. Must commit to a $20,000 match and can be billed quarterly. Crowd sourcing is an option to help with the RCD match. Housing and transportation could also be used as part of match. Can also apply with other RCD’s, such as Yuba, to lower cost; however, will lower amount of hours intern would be working for the County. Motion to move forward to apply with Yuba County motioned by Mike, seconded by Jas; unanimously approved. Kelly will move forward with application process with Yuba.

Yuba Sutter Specialty Assistance Hub
Kelly gave update that Sara is contact and is looking forward to meeting with James to start on project.

NEW DISTRICT BUSINESS 
None

CORRESPONDENCE
None received.

ADJOURN 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

Next regular meeting is scheduled for February 3, 2021.
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